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MEDICAL  OFFICER’  S 


ANNUAL  -  REPORT 

For  1904. 

- - 


Stanley, 

February,  1905. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  present  your  Council  with  my  report  for  the 
year  1904. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP’S  ACT. 

The  chief  industry  of  the  district  is  coal  mining,  all  other 
trades  and  labour  are  practically  depending  on  it.  Whereas  the 
above  Act  places  all  the  latter  under  the  supervision  of  the  Local 
Authority,  the  former  is  controlled  by  special  legislative  acts 
that  exclude  both  the  said  Authority,  and  their  Medical  Officer. 
Careful  enquiry  has  been  made,  and  all  known  factories  and 
workshops  have  been  inspected,  and  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
the  number  does  not  exceed  six  of  each  sort,  and  these  are  on 
a  small  scale.  No  real  defects  were  found,  and  the  few  of  a 
trifling  character,  were  easily  remedied  The  Co-operative  Stores 
are  the  chief  employers  coming  under  the  Act,  and  their  varied 
works  consist  of  electric  lighting,  shoemaking,  tailoring,  joinering, 
baking,  butchering  and  dressmaking  ;  all  of  these  departments 
being  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  There  are  no  wholesale 
bakeries,  and  the  retail  dealers  throughout  the  district  are 
possessed  of  suitable  and  clean  premises.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  the  slaughter-houses.  There  is  not  a  single  instance 
where  the  number  of  workers  under  one  roof  necessitates  a 
special  registration.  In  the  case  of  brickworks,  no  deleterious 
material  is  in  use,  and  no  defects  were  noticed  at  the  gasworks. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  reported 
during  the  course  of  the  year,  gave  a  total  of  147,  and  this 
number  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 94  of  Scarlatina  ;  32  of 
Diphtheria  ;  1  of  Membranous  Croup  ;  5  of  Enteric  Fever ;  and 
15  of  Erysipelas. 

SCARLATINA. -Year  after  year,  the  returns  of 
Scarlatina  shew  that  it  is  practically  endemic  in  colliery  villages. 
There  is,  however,  an  improvement  in  the  type  of  disease,  and 
if  it  were  free  from  unpleasant  after  effects,  little  attention  would 
be  bestowed  upon  it. 

DIPHTHERIA.— Since  the  introduction  of  Diphtheria,  a 
few  years  ago,  the  disease  appears  to  have  got  a  permanent  hold. 
It  crops  up  in  unlikely  places,  even  after  a  fairly  long  interval  of 
absence.  Fortunately  it  has  never  assumed  an  epidemic  form, 
and  the  mortality  has  not  been  serious. 

ENTERIC  FEVER.— The  few  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
that  appeared,  not  one  was  directly  traceable  to  any  sanitary 
defects  ;  but  in  the  previous  year,  the  origin  of  an  outbreak  was 
attributed  to  that  cause,  and  gave  infection  to  two  of  the  present 
cases.  The  source  of  the  others  was  not  accounted  for. 

MEMBRANOUS  CROUP.— The  case  of  Membranous 
having  occurred  near  to  Diphtheria,  probably  suffered  from  the 
latter  disease. 

ERYSIPELAS— Whatever  cause  produced  Erysipelas, 
it  did  not  follow  the  usual  course  of  an  infectious  disease  by 
propagation  from  direct  contact. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

On  two  occasions,  both  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
were  imported,  the  former  on  one  occasion  developing  into  an 
epidemic  that  lasted  a  short  period.  The  district  is  amply 
provided  with  Hospital  Accommodation  for  the  treatment  of 
certain  kinds  of  infectious  diseases,  and  it  is  regrettable  that  its 
advantages  are  not  more  utilized.  The  prejudice  that  originally 
existed  against  taking  patients  from  their  homes,  is  occasionally 
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revived  by  injudicious  comments  from  those  occupying  an 
authorative  position.  In  an  outbreak  of  Small-pox,  every  case 
is  at  once  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  no  objection 
made.  If  the  same  plan  could  be  adopted  in  the  occurence  of 
of  either  Scarlatina  or  Diphtheria,  it  is  possible,  that  both  diseases 
would  in  time,  be  stamped  out. 


INSPECTOR’S  DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  year,  25  new  houses  were  built,  consisting  of 
either  self-contained  or  tenemented  The  former  have  three  or 
more  rooms,  its  own  yard,  and  generally,  earth  closets  ;  the 
latter  have  three  rooms  upstairs  and  two  below,  with  the  yard 
common  to  both,  and  water  closets.  Plans  are  at  first  submitted 
to  your  Authority,  and  on  completion  of  the  buildings, 
certificates  given  before  occupation.  In  the  case  of  old  property, 
20  houses  were  dealt  with  on  account  of  their  insanitary 
condition,  either  to  be  demolished,  re-built,  or  put  into  habitable 
condition.  Of  this  number,  18  were  made  habitable,  and  2 
were  permanently  closed,  the  latter  on  a  magistrate’s  order. 
Although  there  are  35  houses  with  only  single  rooms,  yet  there 
is  not  really  over-crowding  in  them,  some  have  a  large  room,  and 
others  have  small  families.  All  the  same,  there  is  another  side 
to  consider.  Six  objectionable  privy  middens  have  been 
replaced  by  a  modern  form  of  earth  closet,  and  as  house  ashes 
are  plentiful,  the  closets  are  sanitarily  good.  The  remaining 
out-offices,  might  also  be  replaced,  with  comfort  to  the 
inhabitants.  The  Inspector  states,  that  117  formal  and  informal 
notices  were  served  for  the  removal  of  all  kinds  of  petty 
nuisances,  and  practically  the  whole  were  attended  to.  All 
houses  attached  by  infectious  disease,  were  disinfected  as  far  as 
practicable.  Excepting  a  portion  of  the  village  of  Tanfield  Lea, 
the  whole  district  has  a  complement  of  sewers,  with  their 
attachments.  It  is  intended  to  proceed  shortly,  with  the  laying  of 
sewer  at  Tanfield  Lea,  to  convey  the  sewage  to  the  new  out-fall 
works.  The  various  methods  of  sewage  treatment  have  been 
examined,  and  any  deficiences  remedied.  Those  receiving  from 
White-le-Head  and  Tantobie,  consisting  of  land  filtration  were 
shewing  signs  of  sewage  sickness,  and  having  been  underdrained, 
are  acting  satisfactorily.  When  the  works  for  the  treatment  of 
the  sewage  from  Tanfield  Lea  and  Causey  have  been  finished, 
your  Council’s  share  in  the  pollution  of  the  Houghal  Burn  will 
be  removed. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  amounted 
to  312,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  35  per  1,000,  estimating  the 
population  at  8,900.  The  deaths  registered  in  the  district  were 
172,  and  to  the  number  should  be  added  4  who  died  in  Institu¬ 
tions  outside,  and  10  should  be  deducted,  being  non-residents 
dying  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  making  a  nett  total  of.  166, 
giving  a  death-rate  of  18*6  per  1,000.  The  birth-rate  is  slightly 
below,  and  the  death-rate  slightly  above  the  county  average. 
Deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases  amounted  to  18,  including  Diarrhoea, 
these  giving  a  percentage  of  9  upon  the  whole.  Infantile 
mortality  figures  largely,  63  died  under  the  age  of  1  year,  and 
23  between  the  ages  of  1  and  4.  The  two  added  together  show 
that  more  than  half  of  the  deaths  take  place  before  reaching  the 
fifth  year.  A  word  with  reference  to  Infantile  Mortality — 
Tanfield  occupies  the  unique  position  of  having  an  exceedingly 
high,  if  not  the  highest  death-rate  amongst  infants  in  the  county. 
The  conditions  of  living  are  almost  similar,  if  not  better,  in 
some  respects,  than  in  many  of  the  surrounding  districts  ; 
mothers  are  not  employed  in  any  other  duties,  than  pertains  to 
their  household  duties.  There  is  no  real  poverty.  Victims  to 
ignorance  in  nursing,  or  errors  of  dieting  are  not  many,  neither 
is  the  part  played  by  insurance  of  any  serious  importance.  No 
perceptible  increase  resulted  from  the  few  cases  of  preventable 
diseases,  yet  the  mortality  reached  201  per  1,000  births  ;  the 
average  for  the  county  186  ;  and  that  for  the  large  cities  only  179. 
Some  enquiry  will  have  to  be  undertaken,  before  the  problem 
of  infantile  mortality  in  colliery  districts  is  solved. 

The  water  supply,  except  in  two  or  three  trifling  instances, 
throughout  the  whole  district  is  provided  by  the  Weardale  and 
Consett  Water  Company,  and  is  both  good  and  abundant.  It  is 
accumulated  in  reservoirs  on  the  Fells  and  passes  through  filter¬ 
ing  material  before  being  distributed. 

Milk  dealers  are  also  cow  keepers  ;  they  conduct  their 
business  in  a  cleanly  manner. 

There  are  no  licensed  lodging-houses,  and  hence  the 
freedom  from  any  outbreak  of  Small-pox. 

The  table  below,  gives  the  percentages  in  comparison 
with  those  of  the  County  : — 
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County, 

Tanfield. 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

35*6 

35 

Death-rate  ... 

r8-3 

18*6 

Zymotic  death-rate 

2’59 

...  2 

Infant  Mortality-rate  (per  1,000  births) 

162 

201*2 

Small-pox 

0-03 

...  nil. 

Scarlet  Fever 

o-i6 

0*44 

Dipthteria  &  Membranous  Croup 

0*29 

...  0*2 

Fever  (Enteric  &  Continued) 

0*15 

nil. 

Measles 

°'55 

0*44 

Whooping  Cough 

o*43 

0*2 

Diarrhoea 

°'95 

0*79 

Enterites,  &c. 

0-38 

...  0*9 

Phthisis 

1*07 

...  1*10 

Other  Tuberculor  Diseases 

0*92 

...  1*)  2 

Resperatory  Diseases 

2  '92 

1*7 

Attached  are  the  various  forms  supplied 
Government  Board. 

by  the  Local 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


T.  BENSON, 

M.  O.  H. 


The  Urban  District  Council, 
Tanfield. 
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Table  III. 

TANFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 


Notifiable 

Disease. 

Cases 

Notified  in  Whole  District. 

No.  of  cases  removed 

to  hospital  from  each 

locality. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

Under  I 

1 

1  to  5 

5  t°  U 

15  t°  25 

25  to  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

32 

4 

22 

5 

I 

18 

Membranous 

croup  ... 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

i5 

1 

1 

12 

I 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

94 

40 

.  45 

8 

I 

41 

Typhus  fever... 

Enteric  fever ... 

5 

2 

3 

4 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

Plague 

Totals 

147 

46 

70 

13 

0 

I 

63 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the  District — 


Tanfield  Hospital. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District — 

Lanchester  Union.  Maiden  Law  Hospital  for  Small-pox. 

County  Asylum. 

Isolation  Hospital — Tanfield  Urban. 


Table  IV. 

TANFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents 
whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Total 

Deaths 
whether  of 
Residents 
or  non 
Residents 
in  Public 
Institu¬ 
tions  in  the 
District. 

All 

ages. 

Under 
[  year. 

1  and 
under 

5 

5  and 
under 

15 

1 5  and  2 
under 

25 

.5  and  t 
under 

65 

>5  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Small-pox 

Measles 

4 

4 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

9 

2 

5 

2 

5 

Whooping-cough 

2 

I 

1 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 

branous  croup 

4 

1 

3 

2 

Croup  ... 

(Typhus 

Fever  •<  Enteric 

2 

I 

I 

2 

( Other  contin’d 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 

4 

1 

I 

2 

Cholera 

Plague... 

\ 

Diarrhoea 

7 

5 

1 

0 

I 

Enteritis 

8 

4 

1 

3 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

Other  septic  diseases... 

Phthis,  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

9 

3 

6 

Other  tubercular 

diseases 

10 

4 

3 

3 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease 

7 

6 

I 

Bronchitis 

12 

6 

1 

I 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

Alcoholism  > 

Cirrhosis  of  liver) 

2 

Z 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

1 1 

1 1 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

12 

10 

2 

Accidents 

2 

1 

1 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 

61 

29 

2 

1 

8 

2  I 

All  causes 

172 

63 

23 

7 

9 

4i 

29 

10 

THOMAS  BENSON,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  2nd,  1905. 


Factories,  Works  flops,  £aun  dries,  Workplaces  &  Sffomework 


I.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

12 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

12 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Workplaces 

None 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

None 

T1  otal  ...  ... 

2  -  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

N  umber  of 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.  M. 
Inspector. 

Prosecutions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Offences  under  the  Factory 

and  Workshop  Act... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

3.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil. 

